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SUBJECT: SOVIET DEFENSE MINISTER VISITS EAST BERLIN 

1 . SOVIET DEFENSE MINISTER DMITRIY USTINOV ARRIVED 
IN EAST BERLIN APRIL 1 1 FOR A SEVERAL DAY VISIT AT 
THE HEAD OF A SOVIET MILITARY DELEGATION. IN THE 

COURSE OF A MEETING WITH SED GENERAL SECRETARY HONECKER 
THE SAME DAY, USTINOV RECEIVED THE GDR'S HIGHEST 
MILITARY AWARD AND STRESSED IN HIS REMARKS THE MODERN 
WEAPONRY AND MILITARY TECHNOLOGY AT THE DISPOSAL OF 
THE SOVIET MILITARY. HE WENT ON TO EMPHASIZE THE 
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SIGNIFICANCE OF REGULAR VISITS AND EXCHANGES WITH THE 
GDR NATIONAL PEOPLE'S ARMY ( NVA). HONECKER POINTED 
TO THE GDR'S ROLE IN " STABLIZING" DETENTE, WHILE 
PRAISING THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE OCTOBER 
REVOLUTION AND THE 1975 SOVIET/GDR TREATY. 

2. ON APRIL 1 1 USTINOV ALSO MET WITH GDR DEFENSE 
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MINISTER HENIZ HOFFMANN, WHO HOSTED A DINNER FOR THE 
SOVIET DELEGATION. IN HIS TOAST, 

HOFFMANN STATED THAT THE NVA STOOD SHOULDER TO 
SHOULDER WITH ITS SOVIET COLLEAGUES OPPOSITE THE 
LARGEST AND MOST AGRESSIVE NATO UNITS. HOFFMANN NOTED 
THAT THESE NATO TROOPS WERE CONTINUALLY BEING ARMED 
WITH THE NEWSEST TYPES OF WEAPONS AND WERE 
STEADILY ENLARGED THROUGH NEW DEPLOYMENTS. HE SAID 
THE GDR UNDERSTOOD THE THREAT AND WOULD MAKE ITS 
CONTRIBUTION TO PROTECTING SOCIALISM. IN PRAISING 
THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION, HOFFMANN STATED THAT THE PEOPLES 
OF AFRICA WERE NOW TAKING THE SAME PATH AFTER THE 
MODEL AND WITH THE HELP OF "LENIN'S HEIRS". 

3. ACCORDING TO A NEUES DEUTSCHLAND REPORT, USTINOV 
SPENT APRIL 12 VISITING SOVIET TROOPS IN THE GDR 
ACCOMAPNIED BY THE COMMANDER OF THE SOVIET TROOPS 
IN THE GDR, IVANOVSKI. 

4. COMMENT: USTINOV'S VISIT IS HIS FIRST TO 

THE GDR SINCE BECOMING SOVIET DEFENSE MINISTER. BOTH 
SIDES APPEAR TO BE CH ARACTEIZIN G THE EVENT AS NORMAL 
IN THE COURSE OF CONTINUAL MILITARY CONSULTATION 
BETWEN THE SOVIET UNION AND THE GDR. ALTHOUGH ND 
REPORTS PROVIDEONLY GENERAL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE 
TALKS THUS FAR, LIKELY TOPICS FOR CONSULTATION 
COULD INCLUDE: 1) CONTINUED MODERNIZATION OF THE 
NVA WITH NEWERE SOVIET WEAPONRY; 2) GDR CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE COST OF MAINTAING 400,000 SOVIET TROOPS ON 
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GDR SOIL AND 3) POSSIBLE COORDINATION ON MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO THE THIRD WORLD INCLUDING AFRICAN COUNTRIES. 
POLANSKY 
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